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The aspiration behind SFRE 

 

 Evidence-informed policy and practice –  

 underpinned by high quality, comprehensive 
knowledge management systems for education 
in England, Northern Ireland, Scotland and 
Wales and across the UK as a whole. 



 
KNOWLEDGE  
CREATION 
 

•Pure 
•Applied 
•Developmental 
•Quantitative 
•Qualitative 
•Funders of research 
 

 
KNOWLEDGE 
APPLICATION 

 
•Policy 

•Practitioners 
•Advisers 
•Bureaucracy 

•Practice 
•Leaders 
•Practitioners 
•Clients 

KNOWLEDGE 
MEDIATION 

•Media 
•Mass 
•Professional 

•Think tanks 
•Lobbyists 
•Policy entrepreneurs 
•Popularisers 
 

SOCIAL CONTEXT 

• Current issues 
•Ways of thinking 

•Popular prejudices 
•Preoccupations 

•Conventional wisdom 

A Knowledge Continuum  
 (Commission of the European Communities, 2007, after Ben Levin) 



SFRE’s overall aims: 
• In the light of international good practice, to analyse the UK 

system and national sub-systems for the production, 
transformation, dissemination and use of new knowledge in 
education. 

• To facilitate networking for the exchange of information and 
the sharing of good practice concerning the organisation, 
production and use of educational research within the UK. 

• To make recommendations for processes and infrastructure 
needed to address the long-term sustainability, development 
and improvement of educational research within the UK.  



Progression through SFRE: 

Autumn 2008, context, quality, capacity 
Report + national deliberations 

Summer 2009, pure, applied, developmental, etc 
Report + national deliberations 

Spring 2010, accumulation, mediation, impact  
Report + national deliberations 

 

July 2010, ‘Unlocking Learning’ final report 

   



Reports on three major SFRE meetings 
 

 
1) Pollard, A. (Ed) (2008) Quality and Capacity in UK Education 

Research. Report of the first meeting of the UK’s Strategic Forum 
for Research in Education, 16th and 17th October, Harrogate. 
 

2) Tough, S. (2009) Disciplinary, Applied, Developmental and 
Practitioner Education Research in the UK. Report of the second 
meeting of the UK’s Strategic Forum for Research in Education, 17th 
and 18th June, Reading. 
 

3) Oancea, A. (Ed) (2010) The Accumulation, Mediation, Application 
and Impact of Education Research Knowledge. Report of the third 
meeting of the UK’s Strategic Forum for Research in Education, 17th 
and 18th March, Edinburgh. 
 



SFRE activity - working principles 

• Acknowledgement of necessary diversity in 
sources of evidence and forms of social 
scientific knowledge 

• Commitment to evidence-informed 
improvement and the constructive exercise of 
judgement 

• Endorsement of representation, openness and 
cooperation among UK stakeholders 



Representation 





Northern Ireland 

 

Ruth Leitch 



Educational research NI 
• small country 

• 40+ years of political strife 
/educational divisiveness 

• relationship between key 
stakeholders often estranged 

• approach to educational research as 
‘ad hoc’ and fragmented  

• no discernible and co-ordinated 
strategy between policy - research -
practice 

• fresh epoch of dialogue, requirement 
for evidence-informed policy 



Scotland 

 

Lorna Hamilton  



Priorities and planning in Scotland 
 

•need for a strategic focus built around 
key questions.  
•Need to move away from opportunistic 
approach resulting in patchy areas 
•Need to acknowledge that diverse 
communities contribute to education – 
important to work together, with a 
shared purpose. 
•Need to consider what can be learnt 
from other jurisdictions within the UK 

 
  
 



The final SFRE report 

 

Unlocking Learning?   

Towards Evidence-informed Policy 
and Practice in Education 

 

 

 

 

 



A model conceptualising six 
necessary elements of national 

systems for knowledge development  
and mobilisation 

 

The main outcome: 



1. Origination and planning 

2. Creation and production 

3. Assessment and validation 

4. Collection and interpretation 

5. Mediation and brokerage 

6. Use and impact 

 

Necessary elements for knowledge 
development and mobilisation 

Executive summary, or 
SFRE Research Briefing 





Origination and planning – the conditions 

and provision for the facilitation and prioritisation of research 
activity  (page 27) 

Knowledge development and 
mobilisation 

• Origination and planning: 
educational research is 

carried out in a wide 

variety of ways across 

the UK, but with limited 

strategic investment in 

studies of enduring 

issues. 

A key recommendation 

 

• To improve the 

effectiveness and 

legitimacy of strategic 

decisions, more liaison 

between funders and 

greater engagement of 

stakeholders is needed 

when establishing 

research priorities.  



Knowledge development and 
mobilisation 

• Educational knowledge 

results from several 

complementary types of 

research, such as 

disciplinary, applied, 

evaluative and 

developmental, and 
practitioner enquiry. 

A key recommendation 

• UK stakeholders should 

regularly review 

provision for these types 

of research in the key 

sectors of their 

education systems and 

should consider the 

conditions which enable 

or constrain their 
development. 

Creation and production – both innovation 

and the completion of projects for of each major type of research 
(page 30)   



Knowledge development and 
mobilisation 

• The promotion of user 

and academic 

engagement with 

practical issues is at 

odds with the pressures 

on researchers to 

achieve the traditional 

markers of academic 
success.  

A key recommendation 

 

• Public aspirations for the 

relevance of applied 

research and academic 

criteria for its 

assessment and 

validation should be 
better aligned.  

Assessment and validation – including 

peer judgement, user and beneficiary validation and the 
processes, criteria and indicators specific to each assessment 
context and type of research (page 32) 



Knowledge development and 
mobilisation 

• Educational knowledge 

is essential to 

democratic debate and 

to decision-making in 

policy and practice – but 

its collection and 

interpretation is 

fragmented and it 

remains inaccessible to 
its many potential users.  

A key recommendation 

• Those responsible for 

major UK-wide 

resources for the 

collection of evidence 

about education should 

be encouraged to 

provide a sustainable, 

cost-effective, 

comprehensive, publicly 

accessible and user-

orientated ‘UK 

Education Research 
Information Service’. 

Collection and interpretation – issues 

such as the processing of new knowledge in databases, empirical 
review and theoretical synthesis (page 34) 



Knowledge development and 
mobilisation 

• The communication of 

educational research 

requires specialist skills 

and is most effective 

when tailored to specific 
audiences. 

A key recommendation 

• A comprehensive, web-

based map of the UK 

education information 

landscape should be 

created to increase 

awareness of brokerage 

organisations and 

mediated research 
resources.  

Mediation and brokerage – multifaceted 

promotional and communication strategies which enable the 
supply of and demand for evidence to be bridged (page 37) 



Knowledge development and 
mobilisation 

• The application of 

educational research 

remains uneven and 

many opportunities exist 

for adding value to 

existing knowledge and 
investments. 

A key recommendation 

 

• Practical and cultural 

barriers to the 

achievement of greater 

use and impact should 

progressively be 
tackled.  

Use and impact – the ways in which knowledge is 

used, scaled up and takes effect within policy and practice  
(page 39) 



The SFRE model for the development and 
mobilisation of research knowledge in Education 



Top priority – a ‘UK Education Research 
Information Service’ 
 
‘Establishment of such a service would significantly improve 

public access to knowledge about education and thus open up 
opportunities for distributed innovation across national 
systems.’   

 

‘A supply of clean water is taken for granted as underpinning 
public health – and a basic supply of knowledge, 
understanding and evidence about education is just as 
essential for a modern democracy.’ (SFRE Research Briefing) 
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