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An Evidence Centre for Education? 
 

 From HMI to Ofsted – the hidden cost 

 International examples 

 Other UK government departments 

 Department for Education 

 What an Education Evidence Centre might look 

like 

 



From HMI to Ofsted – the hidden cost 

 HMI as independent professionals in the Department 

 The influence of Chief Inspectors and Staff Inspectors in 

the policy-making process 

 Its loss was the biggest cost to education in the creation of 

Ofsted in 1992 

 The need for a professionally independent Chief Education 

Officer in the DfE 



Some international examples 

 Netherlands: each ministry has a ‘knowledge chamber’ 

 

 Singapore: education ministry has teacher-researchers 

 

 Switzerland: a ‘co-ordination centre’ for research in 
education 

 

 Denmark: Clearinghouse for education research 

 

 New Zealand: Best Evidence Synthesis Programme 



Other UK government departments  

 DH: several chief officers + NICE 

 DEFRA:  chief scientific officer and chief veterinary officer 

 Treasury: Office for Budget Responsibility 

 

 Cabinet Office report on What Works Centres (2013) 

 



DfE sources of evidence 

 Research commissioned by NCTL 

 Ofsted  

 External research, including NFER and HE 

 Think tanks and pressure groups 

 

and 

 

 Sutton Trust / Education Endowment Foundation 

 ResearchED 



NFER report on evidence use 

 Evidence needs to be transformed for use in practice, 

rather than simply summarised. 

 There is no current system to support evidence 

transformation. 

 The development of an infrastructure supporting 

knowledge mobilisation would enable a more 

systematic approach.  

 Teachers engaging with and in research 

 

 Nelson, J. and O’Beirne, C. (2014). Using Evidence in the Classroom: 

What Works and Why?  NFER 



An Evidence Centre for Education 

Aims: 

 to promote effective education policies by better 

understanding their impact on outcomes for children 

and young people;  

 to mobilise knowledge by researching, analysing and 

disseminating evidence to inform government policy 

making and professional practice;  

 to communicate its research findings to a wide range 

of audiences, with the aim of maximising impact on 

policy and public debate, as well as on classroom 

practice. 

 

 

 



An Evidence Centre for Education 

 Knowledge mobilisation for policy makers and 

practitioners,  

 Keeping research, policy and practice joined up 

 Independent of politicians and the teaching profession 

 Strong links into both 

 Importance of dissemination 

 Endowment funded 

 EEF model 
 www.johndunfordconsulting.co.uk  @johndunford 
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